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Ross County Coroner's Office Mission Statement

The mission of the Ross County Coroner's Office is to serve and protect the
health and safety of the community by maintaining the highest standard of
professionalism and integrity in determining the cause and manner of death.
We are dedicated as a team to conduct independent investigations with the
intent to ensure that the circumstances surrounding the death are understood
and explained. We seek to enhance the health, safety and well-being of the
citizens and guests of Ross County.

“We speak for those who can no longer speak for themselves”



Office of the Coroner Ross County, Ohio

Jurisdiction Served and ORC Statues

We provide twenty-four hour/ seven days a week death investigation for Ross County with a
total staff of 6; 1 coroner, 2 deputy coroners, 2 investigators and 1 administrative assistant. We
serve an increasing population of 78, 064 according to the 2010 census and responsible for
coverage of 693.02 square miles. Ross County is the second largest county in Ohio, after
Ashtabula County.

The coroner and all appointed staff have authority through the Ohio Revised Code,
Section/Chapter 313:

Chapter 313: CORONER
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2015 has been an incredible year for the Ross County Coroner’s Office! There are several
accomplishments of which we are very proud. There are also events and patterns that are very
disturbing in our community. But first, the good before the bad.

In 2015, the Ross County Coroner’s Office was accredited by the International Association of
Coroners and Medical Examiners. We are the first of Ohio’s counties without a forensic center
to achieve this recognition. What this means to the citizens of Ross County is that our office has
developed best practices and procedures that allow us to be effective, scientific, thorough, and
to be able to deliver high quality death investigation methods for our citizens. There are 288
standards by which we are measured across administrative, forensic, and investigative realms.
Achieving 90% or better compliance with these standards is the basis for accreditation. Michael
Ratliff, EMT-P, D-ABMDI spearheaded this effort.

Also in 2015, we onboarded a reserve Coroner’s Investigator, David Russell. He has provided
increased scene response ability for the Coroner’s Office.

We continue to be active in suicide prevention, EMS education, law enforcement education and
working to impact the heroin overdose crisis we are still experiencing.

Now the difficult topics. The heroin overdose crisis has worsened over 2015. We will break last
year’s all time record when all cases are closed. We work as hard as we can with agencies who
can impact this scourge. | serve as chair of the Heroin Partnership Project that is coordinating
local and state agencies working to reverse this trend.

All categories of investigation have surpassed 2014. Please see attached charts that have 2014
and 2015 data.

With the good and bad that we encounter, one pledge we make and will stand by is that we will
always do the best we can to speak for those who can no longer speak for themselves.



Goal For 2016

To continue to provide the best possible death investigation for the citizens of Ross
County and to continue to be proactive and work alongside of all active
agencies/organizations in the prevention of any activities that may result in

serious injury and or death.






2015 Types Of Cases
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2015 AUTOPSIES
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Cost to County Per Case/Autopsy

(Forensic) Montgomery County= $1500.00 plus transport, one-way only.

*Per ORC County financially responsible for incidents that occur in Ross County but patient is
transported to another county and dies. These are done at Franklin County Coroner’s Office for
$1300.00 per autopsy, no transportation cost. These are not reported in this annual report.

**Due to policy change our office is only doing full forensic autopsies; however in non-suspicious cases
where the cause of death is in question, we encourage medical autopsies per Adena Regional Medical
Center’s Autopsy Policy.



TOXICOLOGY CASES | 2015
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Cost To County Per Case

AIT Labs= $250.00 per standard test
Montgomery = Included with autopsy

Ohio State Patrol = No cost to County, limited to motor vehicle crash fatalities

o Tox cases remain high due to increased suspicion of drug abuse.



2015 DEATHS BY CAUSE
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2013 TO 2015 AUTOPSY COMPARISON
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Notes:
ARMC Medical Autopsies cost on average: $300.00. We no longer have medical autopsies done at ARMC
Forensic Autopsies cost on average: $1500.00 plus $200.00 transport one way

*FCCO autopsies in 2014 and 2105 are from Ross County incidents that die in Franklin County. Theses
autopsies are not ordered by our office but payment of $1300 per autopsy comes out of our budget.
This number is not included in the Total Autopsies.



2013-2015 TOTAL DEATH COMPARISON
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2013-2015 Toxicology Comparison
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OSP Crime Lab-No cost to county, but limited to MVC Fatals



2014-2015 CASE STATS COMPARISON

2014 2015(01-26-16)

TOTAL CASES 553 611
DEFERRED 160 180
HOSPICE 145 160
NURSING HOME 137 141
OTHER 1 3
CORONER CASES 110 127
NATURAL 49 53
ACCIDENTAL 52 57
DRUG OVERDOSES/Related 31/6 39/10
SUICIDES 7 10
HOMICIDES 0 3
UNDETERMINED 2 2
PENDING N/A 4
AUTOPSIES 24 36
TOXICOLOGIES 59 82
SCENE RESPONSES 67 93




AUTOPSY AND TOXICOLOGY YEARLY COMPARISON

YEAR #CONTRACT #ORC MEDICAL TOX ONLY
2009 16 2 43 27
2010 12 8 35 20
2011 17 10 31 23
2012 12 8 37 29
2013 15 7 28 11
2014 24 5 0 36
2015 36 8 0 48

Contract= autopsies on cases we have jurisdiction and request.

ORC= autopsies our county is responsible for on individuals that die in

neighboring counties but the incident occurred in Ross County

Medical= autopsies that were done at Adena per our request

Tox only= cases that toxicology was done but no autopsy







John A. Gabis, M.D. John Ziskowski, M.D. Amy Luckeydoo, M.D.
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Mike Ratliff, D-ABMDI Mark Gray Dave Russell
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